
Saanich Planning Update
Gordon Head Residents Association

November 4, 2024



Presentation Overview

¶Official Community Plan (OCP)

¶Draft Quadra McKenzie Plan

¶Shelbourne Valley Action Plan Update 

¶Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing (SSMUH)

¶Neighbourhood Hubs and Secondary Corridors

¶Q & A
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Å Carley Friesen, Acting Manager of Housing Planning and Policy



Strategic Official Community 
Plan (OCP)  



What is an OCP? 

ÅPrimary document that guides growth and change 

ÅLong-term vision for a livable community based on 
shared values and sustainability 

ÅOverarching framework for other District 
polices/plans

ÅLegally binding ï decisions made within its scope 
are required to conform to its policy direction 

ÅConsistent with CRD Regional Growth Strategy

ÅNew OCP adopted in 2024



Four Strategic Land Use Directions 

Maintain the Urban 
Containment Boundary

Accommodate most New Development 
in Primary Growth Areas

Expand Housing Diversity 
in Neighbourhoods 

Make Saanich a 15-minute 
Community 



Land Use
Map

ÅPrimary Growth 

Areas = Centre, 

Corridor and 

Villages

ÅSecondary 

Corridors & 

Neighbourhood 

Hubs will be 

identified through 

future planning 

process



Sustainable Transportation 

ÅPlan reinforces sustainable 
transportation modes to 
achieve Climate Plan/ATP 
targets

ÅIntegrating land use with 
transportation

ÅPrioritizing walking, cycling, 
and public transit 
infrastructure as well as 
goods movement 

ÅSupporting multi-modal 
connections 



Implementation 

ÅPrimary document that guides growth and change 

ÅGuidance for land use changes

ÅInforms capital plans ï Infrastructure investments 
and initiatives

ÅMaster Plans for specific topics ï e.g. Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy

ÅCentre, Corridor and Village Plans

ÅNeighbourhood Hubs and Secondary Corridors



Centre, 
Corridor 

and 
Village 
Plans

Quadra 
Corridor

McKenzie 
Corridor

Shelbourne 
Corridor



Draft

Quadra 
McKenzie
Plan



Quadra McKenzie Study Overview

Å A plan to guide growth and change over next 20 
years

Å Primarily focused on land use and transportation

Å Contains 40% of Official Community Plan (OCP) 
Primary Growth Areas



Å Centre, Corridor and Village areas:

Ǔ Quadra McKenzie Centre

Ǔ Shelbourne McKenzie Centre

Ǔ Gordon Head McKenzie Centre (New)

Ǔ McKenzie Corridor

Ǔ Quadra Corridor

Ǔ Four Corners Village

Ǔ Hubs (New)

Project Overview



Quadra McKenzi e Study: Timeline

WE ARE HERE



Plan Chapters

Å Introduction

Å Key Plan Goals

Å Land Use

Å Transportation

Å Parks, Trails, Open Spaces and 

Community Facilities

Å McKenzie Corridor 

Å Quadra Corridor

Å Implementation



Quadra McKenzi e Plan: Key Plan Directions



Quadra McKenzi e Plan: Key Plan Directions



Quadra McKenzi e Plan: Key Plan Directions



Land Use Framework

Å Builds on the broader land use designations of 

the OCP

Å Parcel by parcel guidance for future land use, 

building height and density

Å Links transportation to land use with corridor 

design concepts for McKenzie Avenue and 

Quadra Street

Å Special sites have been identified based on-

site features (e.g. habitat areas) / distinct 

uses  



Land Use Designations





Frequent 
and Rapid 
Transit



McKenzie Corridor

PUBLϥC REALMHOUSϥNG

ÅRapid Transit Corridor

ÅPrimary East-West Corridor in Saanich

ÅConnections with UVIC and Provincial 
Highways

ÅLong stretches of Corridor with limited 
services and amenities



McKenzie Design Concept



Parks Open Spaces and Community
Facilities

Å Build on Urban Forest Strategy 

and Biodiversity Conservation 

Strategy

Å Guided by 3-30-300 Principle

Å Locations for new public spaces 

identified

Å Enhance Lochside Trail as a 

community focal point

Å Expand the role of Institutional 

sites



Upcoming Engagement Opportunities



Shelbourne Valley 
Action Plan (SVAP)

Strategic Update

Mt. Tolmie Summit - Looking North



Background

ÅThe Shelbourne Valley Action Plan (SVAP) was adopted in May 2017

ÅThe Plan focused primarily on land use and transportation

Shelbourne Street 

Improvements Project



Context

ÅA shift in Saanichôs Official Community Plan (OCP)

ÅProvincial mandates on housing

ÅOther recently adopted and ongoing municipal 
initiatives, plans and trends



Context
ÅThe Plan informed in the Shelbourne Street 

Improvement Project

ÅSVAP guided several developments that have 
contributed over 1000 housing units in the area

Shelbourne Street 

Improvements Project

University Heights Mixed Use Development 

on Stockton / Shelbourne



Purpose of SVAP Update

ÅTo evaluate changes and update land use designations and policies to 
align with the OCP and address planning priorities

ÅKey objectives of the plan update are to:

1. Assess the Planôs implementation progress

2. Identify trends, issues and policy changes impacting Plan 
implementation

3. Determine necessary Plan changes



Project Scope and Process

Å11-month Update Process

ÅMostly focused on land use changes

ÅShelbourne Street Improvement Project 
is out of scope

ÅIntegrate the Quadra McKenzie 
Plan  land use designations in 
the McKenzie-Shelbourne Centre

Figure 1: Map Showing Boundaries for the Study Area 



Upcoming Engagement

The Shelley



Zoning for

Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing (SSMUH)


