Gordon Head Community Association
Perspectives and Priorities
Survey Summary — April 2025

Key Findings from the Gordon Head Community Survey

The Gordon Head Community Association conducted a survey to gather resident
perspectives on development, livability, and community priorities. The following
summarizes key findings:

Development Preferences: Residents strongly supported gentle and medium-density
housing forms, such as townhouses and low-rise buildings (3-4 storeys). There was limited
support for high-rise development (>10 storeys). Rental housing and recreation/meeting
spaces were also prioritized.

Pace and Density Concerns: Opinions on the pace of development were mixed. Some
respondents felt it was too fast and disruptive, while others believed it was necessary to
address housing needs. Concerns were raised about overdevelopment, traffic impacts, and
the loss of neighborhood character.

Transportation and Infrastructure: The majority of respondents rely on personal
vehicles, with limited use of transit and active transportation. Many called for improved
sidewalks, traffic calming measures, and better coordination of infrastructure projects.
Safety concerns were noted around major intersections and school zones.

Livability: Most respondents rated Gordon Head as meeting or exceeding expectations for
livability. However, issues such as graffiti, deer overpopulation, and lack of walkable
amenities were noted. Residents expressed a desire for more village centers, local
businesses, and community gathering spaces.

Community Priorities: Top priorities included affordable housing, protecting green space,
improving traffic flow, and enhancing recreational facilities. Respondents also emphasized
the importance of transparency, meaningful engagement, and alignment with the Official
Community Plan.

Feedback on the Quadra McKenzie Plan: While some residents agreed with the balance of
density and traffic planning in the draft plan, others expressed skepticism about whether
community input would be considered. Concerns were raised about building heights,
parking, and the impact on existing neighborhoods.



This input highlights the importance of context-sensitive development, infrastructure
improvements, and ongoing engagement with Gordon Head residents as part of broader
planning efforts in Saanich.

Additional Community Comments

Based on free-form comments submitted in the GHCA survey emerging themes not fully
captured in the survey included:

e (Concerns about UVic's impact on the community, including student housing and traffic.

e Lack of a defined community hub and desire for walkable amenities like coffee shops
and village centres.

e Safety concerns related to sidewalks, especially for seniors and children.

e (Calls for ownership-based housing opportunities for young families and local residents.

e Requests for more fenced off-leash areas for dogs and better park access.

e Frustration with municipal spending and the Alternative Approval Process (AAP).

Samples of Representative Comments:

“Gordon Head does not have a ‘hub’. It does not feel like a community. I support plans to
make a core area for residents as well as small village-type neighbourhoods.”

“Please require developers build sidewalks and Saanich needs to add more sidewalks.
Children have to weave in and out since there are no sidewalks.”

“Densification, the way that council and developers are doing it, is not making housing more
affordable. Ownership opportunities need to be made available.”



